

















KAZIRANGA
Kaziranga is currently Assam’s
best-known and most visited
attraction. The oldest national
park in the region, it is
internationally recognized as the
site with the highest number of
one-horned rhinos which local : ' \
conservation saved from -
extinction y : : ﬁ
Highlights: 1uils M i LA .
= Jeep safari through the park — chances to see one-horned rhinos,
Asiatic buffalos, tigers and leopards.
= Early morning elephant treks through the park — opportunity to come
face to face with the parks’ wildlife.

DIBRUGARH
The Northern city of Dibrugarh, an important center for tea, is also growing at
an impressive pace, it is the ideal base to explore the Northern part of the
state and can also be the gateway to Arunachal Pradesh.
Highlights:
= Exploring the Dibru-Saikhowa nature reserve by kayaking or canoeing
on the Brahmaputra, which weaves through the park.
= Visiting the Ketetong community, a Thai tribe which grows organic tea
and runs an eco-lodge
= Exploring the area’s role in World War Two by visiting the local
museum and war cemetery.

MANAS
The National Park of Manas is located in the Western part of the state. The
park promotes responsible conservationist policies, and assists ex-poachers
in finding alternate sources of livelihood.
Highlights:

= Birdwatching

= Elephant treks through the park.

= Spotting tigers!

= Staying at the eco-lodge fun by Moajigendri, a local NGO; and visiting

the nearby museum displaying tools used by poachers.

JORHAT/MAJULI

Jorhat's tea plantations and proximity to
Majuli, an expansive river island, allow the
visitor to experience many facets of Assamese
culture.
Highlights:
= Visiting Buddhist Syamgaons, villages
with important cultural links to Thailand
and learning about their distinct culture,
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history and traditions.

= Visiting local artisans in this area provides an unvarnished glimpse into
the process of Assamese trades.

= Visiting the Satras on Maijuli island; these Vaishnavite monasteries —
important pilgrimage sites.

HAFLONG
Set amongst the
picturesque North Cachar
Hills is the old British Hill
Station of Haflong. While
perceptions of danger to
tourists as a consequence
of local tribal disputes have
kept investment and
tourism at bay, the result is
the area has been well
preserved and provides an
excellent starting point for
responsible tourism development.
Highlights
= The train ride from Guwahati, although it can be crowded, is a beautiful
journey winding through the North Cachar hills and in and out of
tunnels.
= Hiking in the North Cachar hills and staying with local communities —
each belonging to different tribal groups.
= Learning about the mysterious sucidal birds at Jatinga

Possible Itineraries

Based on activities available in Hotspots, itineraries were created which are
not currently emphasized by tour operators. In order to appeal to adventure
tourists, each itinerary has elements of cultural interaction, adventure sports
and nature exploration.

The itineraries are offered in one-week segments that may be linked for two
week trips. Also many itineraries suggest navigating the state and its
attractions by boat on the Brahmaputra — this mighty river provides a low
impact way of traveling and offers unique sights and experience.
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Itinerary 1 — Premier Assam
This 6 day itinerary shows the visitor the major Assamese attractions by
visiting a luxury tourist bungalow and two superb nature reserves with

guaranteed sightings of rhinos and other wildlife.

Physical Cultural Natural

Adventure Adventure Adventure
Day 1 - Paddle to Assamese Jeep Safari in
Kaziranga Umananda dinner/Cooking Kaziranga
Embark boat in Temple class national Park

Guwahati and
float to Kaziranga

Day 2

Trek through hills

Morning elephant

near lora trek in Kaziranga
Day 3 — Boat to Rafting Homestay or Dolphin Spotting
Nameri Angling meal in local Birdwatching in
Trekking in village Nameri
Nameri
Day 4/5 - Walk around tea | Tour
Balipara gardens sustainability
Bike through campus at
town Balipara
Tea Tasting
Visit Mishing
Village

Day 6 — Return to
Guwahati

*Can extend itinerary with a multi day elephant trek or trip into Arunachal

Pradesh

This trip can take place overland instead of by boat.

Itinerary 2:

Assam Adventure: Temples, Treks and Rhinos.
This itinerary visits the lesser known region of Haflong as well as the region’s
best-known tourism site, Kaziranga.

Physical Cultural Natural
Adventure Adventure Adventure
Day 1 Walk or bike to Visit Guwahati Golden Langur

temples temples (Naba Monkeys at
Graha, Kamakya | Umananda

Kayak to and Umanada)

Umanada Deepor Beel
Community visits | kayaking/canoing

Kayaking or around Deepor

canoing at Beel Birdlife at Deepor

Deepor Beel Beel
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Fishing at Deepor
Beel

Day 2 Train/drive to Haflong
Day 3/4 Trek in North Community visits | Birdwatching at
Cachar Hills to various villages | Jatinga
(Kuki, Naga,
Bike around Ahom etc)
Haflong city
Cooking classes
Visits to artisans
Day 5 Train to Furkating, drive to Kaziranga
Day 6 Trek in hills near | Visit tea Wildlife viewing at
lora plantation Kaziranga
Day 7: Morning elephant

Rtn to Guwahati

trek

Itinerary 3

Essential Assam — Tea, Rhinos, Satras and Silk.
*Trip could commence in Dibrugarh **Additional day in Sivasagar can be

added
Physical Cultural Natural
Adventure Adventure Adventure
Day 1 Drive/fly to Jorhat:
Jorhat
Day 1-2 Bike around tea Tour tea garden Float on
Jorhat gardens Brahmaputra to
Tea tasting Majuli
Bike to
Patpattsaku Tradition lunch in
community community
Homestay in
community
Day 3-4 Bike around Visit artisans on Float on
Majuli Islant Majuli Majuli Brahmaputra to
Visit Satras Kaziranga
Day 5 Hike around lora Jeep safari or
Kaziranga elephant ride for
wildlife viewing in
park
Day 6 Return to Guwahati by boat
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Itinerary 4
Hidden Upper Assam

Physical Cultural Natural

Adventure Adventure Adventure
Day 1-2 Bike around Tea tasting
Dibrugarh/Ketetong | Ketetong

community Organic farming

Kayak on river Cooking classes

Walk through tea | Digboi Memorials

gardens
Community visits
Day 3-4 Walk through Visit with Mishing | Birdwatching
Dibru Saikowa park community Wildlife spotting
Stay at Eco-
Kayaking on lodge
Brahmaputra
Day 6 Bike around Community visits
Sivsagar Patpattsaku at Ahom
village/Homestay
Temples and
monments in
Sivsagar
Day 7 Horese back Tea plantation Visit Jokai forest
riding in Jokai visit

Community and
school visits

Volunteering

Assam in the Ten Pillars

The following is an excerpt from the 10 Pillars of Adventure Tourism Market
Competitiveness assessment conducted in Assam, India as a Feature
Adventure Destination in the 2008 ATDI program.

Sustainability Policy

Assam’s leaders have seized on the opportunity to develop tourism in a
responsible way — government policies and schemes exist to support local
entrepreneurs seeking to enter into the adventure industry and greater
emphasis is being placed on natural resource management and regulation.

Safety

Tribal conflict has been noted in Assam in the past. No tourist has ever been
affected by these local tensions, however. Travelers to Assam are
encouraged to take normal precautions but will find Assamese people to be
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genuine and welcoming. Hospitals exist in major cities, and the army can be
called on to assist in an emergency.

Infrastructure

Local authorities are placing increased focus and attention on improving the
infrastructure in the state of Assam. New airports to facilitate an increased
number of flights, upgraded train lines connecting upper and lower Assam’,
and the construction of new roads throughout the state are all indications of
the government’s commitment to providing improved connectivity to Assam as
well as between its tourism destinations. Adequate lodging is available and
many community groups are building eco-lodges in traditional styles in rural
areas.

Natural Resources

Currently, the biggest draw to Assam is the
unique wildlife viewing opportunities contained
within the boundaries of its five national parks
and 10 wildlife sanctuaries. Two of these
national parks, Kaziranga and Manas, are
UNESCO World Heritage sites, with the
presence of internationally recognized and
highly successful conservation policies. Assam
is internationally recognized for its successful
protection of the one horned rhino. The North |
Cachar Hills and Karbi Hills in lower Assam [
provide ample opportunities for trekking and |
birdwatching, while the Brahmaptura and its
many tributaries and river islands, including the [
largest in the world, Majuli, are a resource that @ R
have much tourism potential. —

Cultural Resources

The topography of Assam insured that for centuries the many plains and hill
tribes of the region remained isolated and therefore preserved their unique
cultures and traditions. Within the geographical boundaries of the state are
several diverse groups, each with their own foods, festivals, dances, crafts
and history.

Adventure Activity Resources

There exists potential in Assam for the following activities:
Rafting

Cycling/Mountain biking

Hiking

Trekking

Hang-gliding

Canoeing

Kayaking

Rock climbing

! Conversion of meter to broad gauge between Lumding and Silchar
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Tour operators are encouraged to develop trips that offer these type of
adventure activities.

Entrepreneurship

In Assam we found several schemes designed to support small businesses,
some of which are focused specifically in the tourism sector and others
dedicated to supporting startup business in general. Several NGOs are
working in micro-finance and support tourism related projects, such as
NEADS in Jorhat, Krishna Nyaas in Sivsagar and SEWA in Dibrugarh. A few
entrepreneurial tour operators are active in Assam.

Humanitarian Organizations

Humanitarian organizations operating in Assam can be divided into two
principal categories: Handicrafts and Environment (including organic farming,
wildlife and nature conservation). These NGOs are usually made up of many
grass-roots organizations or self-help groups, as they are locally termed.
Many of these NGOs could be linked with tourism to create programs of
volunteer tourism, either as part of a larger itinerary or as the sole purpose of
a trip.

Presence of Multi-Destination Tour Operators

While nearly every foreign-based tour operator is active in India, very few lead
trips to the North-east. Currently, most tour operators will spend two days in
Kaziranga before moving on. For the volume of the current market, there is no
shortage of tour operators. Regional tour operators may need to increase
linkages to international markets, either through partnering with international
TOs or commonly used travel resources such as guidebooks, websites and
national and regional marketing campaigns.

Adventure Travel Image

Assam is clearly differentiated from the rest of India by its multitude of diverse
cultures, temperate year round climate, and lack of poverty. Because of its
geographic location, the North-East is a destination in and of itself and it is
time consuming and expensive for visitors to India to add it on to a visit to
other parts of the country. Internationally, it is known to only those travelers
with special interests like wildlife enthusiasts, birdwatchers, and perhaps
those with an interest in the “Old Raj” tea estates. Assam has a good
adventure travel image, for many people — simply coming to this region is an
“adventure,” it will benefit from this as it pursues its tourism development.
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